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Mr. Speaker, I would like to express my 

gratitude to Mr. Reese for his leadership in 
managing Idaho’s forests. To Mr. Reese, I 
wish you the best in whatever you choose to 
do in retirement, whether it is volunteer serv-
ice, fly fishing or just spending time with your 
family.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 18, 2005

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, on July 14, 2005 I 
voted incorrectly on rollcall vote No. 377. I 
meant to vote ‘‘aye’’ on the Flake/Blumenauer 
amendment that would require a thorough 
evaluation of the commodity traffic along the 
Mississippi and Illinois rivers before allowing 
the Corps of Engineers to proceed with con-
struction of new locks and dams. 

Mr. Speaker before we proceed with such 
massive new construction along these two riv-
ers, costing billions of dollars and potentially 
damaging the natural environment along these 
rivers, the Corps of Engineers must show that 
this project is actually warranted. So far they 
have failed to do so.

f 

THANKING MICHAEL B. BOWMAN 
FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE HOUSE 

HON. ROBERT W. NEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 18, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, on the occasion of 
his retirement in June 2005, we rise to thank 
Mr. Michael B. Bowman for 30 years of distin-
guished service to the House of Representa-
tives. 

Mr. Bowman began serving the House of 
Representatives in 1975 as a trainer for the 
Member Information Network on the main-
frame computer at House Information Systems 
before he became the project leader for the 
first help desk ‘‘hotline’’ in 1977. During his ca-
reer at the House, Mr. Bowman served as the 
Postmaster for the first House electronic mail 
system from 1980 to 1983, and following the 
Anthrax event in Congress in 2001, he was 
appointed to the Digital Mail team that devel-
oped the statement of work for conversion of 
postal mail to digital images. 

As the Y2K project leader, Mike was re-
sponsible for preparing the House computer 
workstations for our transition into the year 
2000. He successfully met the challenges for 
ensuring each of the 12,000 desktop and 
laptop computers in the Member, Committee, 
Leadership and House support offices in 
Washington, DC and over 950 District offices 
across our country were prepared to cross the 
bridge into the 21st century. 

Serving as the Customer Relations Man-
ager, Mike is responsible for ensuring all 
Members and House staff are satisfied with 
the information technology solutions and sup-
port services they receive from House support 
staff and vendors. 

Mike’s contributions while serving the House 
of Representatives have been significant. His 
passionate customer service, organizational 

knowledge and project management skills 
earned him the reputation among his col-
leagues and customers as a person with a 
calm demeanor and great respect for this insti-
tution. 

On behalf of the entire House community, 
we extend our appreciation to Mike for his 
many years of dedication and outstanding 
service to the House of Representatives.

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. KRISHNA 
REDDY 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 18, 2005

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize Dr. Krishna M. Reddy and the 9th 
annual Gala Banquet, hosted by the Indian 
American Friendship Council happening on 
Tuesday, July 19th. I can think of no more 
auspicious day then the same day as Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh visits the U.S. Con-
gress. 

Since I was co-chair of the House India 
Caucus, I have worked quite closely with Dr. 
Reddy and IAFC. The Indian American Friend-
ship Council boasts a strong reputation for its 
eminent role in informing U.S. policy makers 
about several aspects of surrounding U.S.-In-
dian relations. It is accordingly a privilege to 
join them in this celebration. 

From dining in Little India on 74th Street in 
Queens, New York, to my ties to the Friend-
ship Council, I have made it a point to pursue 
an agenda in my tenure as Congressman that 
markedly addresses issues relating to Indian 
Americans and the Indian subcontinent. My 
district, consisting of Queens and the Bronx in 
the state of New York, boasts 55,000 people 
of South Asian descent, the second most of 
any community in the nation. The links I have 
to this community have served to enhance my 
resolve to improve relations between the U.S. 
and India. 

As founder and current president of the 
Friendship Council, Dr. Krishna Reddy has 
been instrumental in promoting a strong agen-
da the Friendship Council. The Council helped 
rebuild the state of Gujarat following a disas-
trous earthquake in 2001, supported the global 
war on terror, and continues to assist the U.S. 
in the post-9/ll world. I commend the Friend-
ship Council for their resolve in not only 
strengthening bilateral relations but also pro-
tecting the interests of the Indian-American 
community, advocating for global democracy, 
and educating fellow Members of Congress. 

President Bush stated recently that relations 
between our two nations have never been so 
close as they are today. Organizations such 
as the Indian American Friendship Council 
have greatly contributed to this status. From 
the groundbreaking Next Steps in Strategic 
Partnership to the recent India-U.S. Defense 
Agreement to the opening of Indian economy 
to U.S. investments, our two nations share 
many common interests in today’s global 
arena and have proven to be valuable allies to 
each other. I hope that we all can, continue to 
work together to further improve affairs of both 
India and the Indian-American community. 

I would like to conclude by again congratu-
late Dr. Reddy and the members of the 
Friendship Council for organizing the 9th An-

nual Gala Banquet. I look forward to our con-
tinued cooperation.

f 

HONORING PAUL MARTIN ON THE 
OCCASION OF HIS NOMINATION 
FOR ESPN’S 2005 ESPY AWARD 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 18, 2005

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker I rise 
today to honor Paul Martin, a world-class ath-
lete whose story is one of admirable persever-
ance and inspiring optimism. This year, Paul 
was honored with a nomination for ESPN’s 
2005 ESPY award for best male athlete with 
a disability. 

Athletics has always been important to Paul. 
During his difficult childhood and his time 
spent in foster care, Paul sought refuge in 
sports, enjoying the attention that he was un-
able to find elsewhere. But it was not until 
many years later that Paul came to realize the 
vital role that athletics would play in his life. 

On December 12, 1992, at the age of 25, 
Paul Martin survived a car accident in which 
he lost the lower portion of his left leg. What, 
to some, might have been an insurmountable 
challenge, Paul credits with changing his life, 
as he says, ‘‘for the better.’’ Following the ac-
cident, Paul considered himself lucky to be 
alive and made the choice to pursue his hap-
piness even in the face of adversity. 

Within two years, he began competing 
again, winning the gold in the 1500 event in 
the National Amputee Track and Field Cham-
pionships. Buoyed by his success, Paul con-
tinued to participate in a wide variety of ath-
letic competitions, amassing an extensive list 
of athletic accomplishments, including the 
1997 U.S. Olympic Committee’s Disabled Ath-
lete of the Year award and a new national 
record at the 2004 lronman USA competition 
at Lake Placid. Over the years, Paul has par-
ticipated in national and international hockey, 
skiing, cycling, and track and field events. 

Most recently Paul Martin set a new world 
record at the 2005 Ironman USA at Coeur 
D’Alene and also brought home silver and 
bronze medals from the 2004 Paralympic 
Games in Athens. These accomplishments, as 
well as his many prior years of athletic com-
petition, have earned him a nomination for this 
year’s ESPY awards. 

Currently, Paul is continuing his athletic 
training for a number of events in the upcom-
ing year. When he is not competing, Paul 
speaks to a variety of audiences, sharing his 
optimistic outlook with others. 

Paul’s impressive record is a tribute to his 
status as a truly outstanding athlete, but it is 
also a tribute to his dedication, athleticism, 
and love of life. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying tribute to Paul Martin.

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SCOTTIE L. 
BRIGHT 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 18, 2005

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
Staff Sergeant Scottie L. Bright, 36, originally 
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of Montgomery, Alabama, died on July 5, 
2005, in Iraq. Staff Sergeant Bright was as-
signed to the Army’s Third Squadron, Third 
Armored Cavalry Regiment at Fort Carson, 
Colorado, and according to initial reports died 
in action from an improvised explosive device. 
His survivors include his wife Carolyn, his 
daughter Shay, his son Scottie, Jr., and his 
mother Blanche Bright. 

Scottie Bright was a proud soldier and 
eager to serve his country, Mr. Speaker. He 
was a cheerful man who loved his family, and 
was known as a loyal and dedicated father 
and husband. Like every other soldier, he duti-
fully left behind his family and loved ones to 
serve our country overseas. 

Words cannot express the sense of sadness 
we have for his family, and for the gratitude 
our country feels for his service. Staff Ser-
geant Bright died serving not just the United 
States, but the entire cause of liberty, on a 
noble mission to help spread the cause of 
freedom in Iraq and liberate an oppressed 
people from tyrannical rule. He was a true 
American. 

We will forever hold him closely in our 
hearts, and remember his sacrifice and that of 
his family as a remembrance of his bravery 
and willingness to serve. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, for the House’s remembrance on this 
mournful day.

f 

HONORING CONSTANT O. MAFFEY 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 18, 2005

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Constant O. Maffey, of Carlisle, Penn-
sylvania, who is a recent recipient of the Air 
Force Distinguished Flying Cross. 

The Distinguished Flying Cross is awarded 
to any officer or enlisted person of the Armed 
Forces of the United States who shall have 
distinguished himself in actual combat in sup-
port of operations by ‘‘heroism or extraordinary 
achievement while participating in aerial 
flight’’. Constant Maffey proved himself more 
than worthy of this award during World War II 
in the European Theater. 

As a Flight Engineer and Waist Gunner with 
the Fifteenth Air Force, 465th Bomb Group, 
783rd Bomb Squadron in Pantanela, Italy, 
Technical Sergeant Maffey was ‘‘just doing his 
job’’ that day in February 1945 when his brav-
ery and quick thinking would come to the res-
cue of his fellow airmen. 

In Lintz, Austria, on February 25, 1945, 
Technical Sergeant Maffey was aboard a B–
24 Heavy Bomber when during take-off the 
aircraft failed to attain the necessary 70 mph 
to become airborne. While the pilot of the air-
craft instructed the co-pilot to give emergency 
power to the turbo, Maffey realized that even 
this would not be enough to propel the plane 
into the sky. Working quickly, Maffey adjusted 
each turbo individually to the absolute max-
imum setting—a procedure not recommended 
in-flight, but only for maximum power testing 
on the ground. The aircraft sped over a ditch, 
passed the end of the runway, tore through a 
farmer’s fence and eventually became air-
borne. The Air Force recognizes that ‘‘with 
Maffey’s technical knowledge of the B–24, 
quick thinking under stress, and independent 

actions prevented a crash with a full load of 
fuel, eight 500–pound bombs, and saved the 
lives of all 10 crew members. The outstanding 
heroism and selfless devotion to duty dis-
played by Technical Sergeant Maffey reflect 
great credit upon himself and the United 
States Army Air Corps.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt in my mind 
that Mr. Maffey is deserving of this award. 
Like so many from ‘‘The Greatest Generation’’ 
he views his actions as just ‘‘doing his job.’’ 
His selfless dedication to the mission at hand 
serves as an example even 60 years later to 
Americans young and old the values of cour-
age, honor, and sacrifice. His humility and 
grace towards his honor is a lesson for each 
of us in the qualities of true leadership. 

I offer my heartfelt and grateful congratula-
tions to Mr. Maffey, who after so many years 
has finally been recognized and honored by 
his country which he so valiantly served.

f 

COMMENDING THE STATE OF KU-
WAIT FOR GRANTING WOMEN 
CERTAIN IMPORTANT POLITICAL 
RIGHTS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
support the Crowley Resolution (H. Res. 343). 
This resolution recognizes an important first 
step taken by the State of Kuwait toward giv-
ing Kuwaiti women the right to fully participate 
in politics. On May 16, 2005, the Kuwait par-
liament amended Article 1 of the Election Law 
35 of 1962, providing female citizens of Kuwait 
the right to vote and run for office in the 2007 
elections. This is the first time in the four dec-
ades women have had the right to vote in Ku-
wait. 

This first step is in no small measure attrib-
utable to the many years of campaigning and 
legal challenges to the discriminatory electoral 
law of 1962. In past years, women’s rights ac-
tivists have been turned away by officials from 
voter registration centers. In June 2000, a 
number of women filed a complaint against 
the Minister of the Interior, al-Shikh Moham-
mad Khaled al-Sabah challenging Kuwaiti 
election law on the grounds that the law de-
nied women the right to vote. The challenge 
was heard by the Kuwait Constitutional Court 
but rejected. A similar challenge was rejected 
in 2001. Most of these attempts to win the 
vote for women were blocked by Islamic con-
servatives. 

However, the human rights defenders in Ku-
wait persisted. According to the BBC News, 
with this most recent vote, both men and 
women rallied calling for the parliament to 
amend the discriminatory law. The BBC re-
ported that while some of the women 
protestors were covered completely in full-
length veils, many were dressed in the pale 
blue color that symbolizes the struggle of 
women in Kuwait. The protestors were allowed 
to watch the historic nine hour parliamentary 
debate. 

In the 1991 Gulf War, the United States 
sent its young men and women to defend Ku-
wait when Saddam Hussein invaded. The war 
was widely declared to be about protecting the 

freedom of the Kuwaiti people. Yet fully one-
half of those people, the women of Kuwait, 
were not able to participate in the political 
process of representative government either 
as voters or elected representatives. This lack 
of ability to participate in the political process 
of a country is not freedom as we in America 
understand it.

International human rights organization, spe-
cial committees of the United Nations, the 
State Department of this country, and the 
Congress of the United States have long rec-
ognized, as does the Crowley Resolution, that 
the rights of women are of paramount impor-
tance in international human rights. In 1994, 
Kuwait acceded to the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW) and in 1996 it ac-
ceded to the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR). In its concluding 
remarks on Kuwait’s implementation of the UN 
Women’s Convention, the CEDAW committee 
expressed its concern at Kuwait’s failure to 
ensure that women had, on equal terms with 
men, the right to vote in all elections and pub-
lic referenda and to be eligible for election to 
all publicly elected bodies. It noted that the 
lack of political rights of women also has a 
negative impact on women’s enjoyment of 
other rights protected under the Convention. 

CEDAW called on Kuwait to reform its elec-
toral law with adoption of legislation to amend 
the discriminatory 1962 legislation in order to 
bring Kuwait Law into compliance with its 
CEDAW and the ICCPR. With its vote on May 
16, 2005, the State of Kuwait has taken action 
in support of its pledge to CEDAW and the 
ICCPR. Changing a law to end discrimination 
is much more important than just signing the 
agreement to do so. 

The status of women in the Gulf States has 
been an issue of deep concern to me. Women 
in many Gulf States are treated as second 
class citizens. In Saudi Arabia for example, 
women do not have the right to vote, drive or 
leave their homes without a male relative. 
Many women in Gulf States are not able to 
chose their husbands and have few domestic 
rights. Domestic violence against young wives, 
some as young as 12, is a serious problem in 
some Gulf States. When women cannot vote 
and have no representation, these important 
issues concerning them are not addressed. As 
has been pointed out in many reports, if 
women have the vote and the right to run for 
office, they will be at the heart of the political 
decision-making process. Women in politics 
can consider important measures to protect 
women from violence, and from the threat of 
AIDS. In States where there is no representa-
tion for women, violence against women is 
one of the most pervasive of human rights 
abuses. When there are issues concerning 
women, the voices of women must be heard. 
I am heartened by the parliamentary vote 
taken in the State of Kuwait on May 16, 2005. 
There is more to be done; Kuwait must take 
the lead in the Gulf and do more. 

I commend the State of Kuwait for acceding 
to CEDAW. I recommend that Kuwait take the 
measures CEDAW sets out in its General 
Recommendation No. 23 on women in political 
life and ensure ‘‘that women understand their 
right to vote and how to exercise it’’ and ‘‘that 
barriers to equality are overcome, including 
those resulting from illiteracy, language, pov-
erty and impediments to women’s freedom of 
movement.’’ Kuwait must work as it did to pro-
mote this change in its voting law, to change 
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